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Presentation Outline   

• UNESCO Brú na Bóinne - Archaeological Ensemble of the Bend 
of the Boyne World Heritage Site  

 

• Role of Local Authority  

 

• World Heritage Site – Opportunity or constraint? 
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UNESCO Brú na Bóinne - Archaeological Ensemble of the Bend of the Boyne 

World Heritage Site – A place of Outstanding Universal Value  

Criterion [i]  

The Bend of the Boyne 

monuments represents the 

largest and most important 

expression of prehistoric 

megalithic plastic art in 

Europe.  



   
UNESCO Brú na Bóinne - Archaeological Ensemble of the Bend of the Boyne 

World Heritage Site – A place of Outstanding Universal Value  

Criterion [iii]  

The concentration of social, 

economic and funerary 

monuments at this important 

ritual centre and the long 

continuity from prehistory to 

the late medieval period 

make this one of the most 

significant archaeological 

sites in Europe  



   
UNESCO Brú na Bóinne - Archaeological Ensemble of the Bend of the Boyne 

World Heritage Site – A place of Outstanding Universal Value  

Criterion [iv]  

The passage grave, here 

brought to its finest expression, 

was a feature of outstanding 

importance in prehistoric 

Europe and beyond. 



Outstanding Universal Value 

•  ‘…means cultural and/or natural significance which is so 

exceptional as to transcend national boundaries and 

to be of common importance for present and future 

generations of all humanity. As such, the permanent 

protection of this heritage is of the highest importance to 

the international community as a whole. The Committee 

defines the criteria for the inscription of properties on the 

World Heritage List’ (Operational Guidelines for the Implementation 

of the World Heritage Convention – WHC- July, 2012)  
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The role of the Local Authority  



Extract from Meath County Development Plan 2013-2019 (Chapter 9 – Cultural 

and Natural Assets) 

 

• CH OBJ 1 To protect and enhance the Outstanding Universal Value of the 
  cultural landscape in the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Brú na 
  Bóinne in accordance with the relevant guidelines and national 
  legislation, so that its integrity, authenticity and significance is not 
  adversely affected by cumulative inappropriate change and  
  development, and to enhance views within and adjacent to the site.   

 

• CH OBJ 2 To protect the ridgelines which frame views within and from the 
  UNESCO World Heritage Site of Brú na Bóinne from inappropriate or 
  visually intrusive development. 

 

• CH OBJ 3 To encourage and facilitate pre-planning consultation with applicants 
  regarding the siting and design of developments affecting the 
  UNESCO World Heritage Site of Brú na Bóinne, and the scope of any 
  necessary impact assessments. 

 

• CH OBJ 4 To encourage the retention, conservation, and appropriate re-use of 
  vernacular and traditional buildings within the UNESCO World 
  Heritage Site of Brú na Bóinne in preference to either their  
  replacement, or the construction of new buildings on green field sites. 
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• CH OBJ 5 To utilise available LiDAR[1] imagery data and 

viewshed analysis derived from it as a tool to guide and inform 

development management of the UNESCO World Heritage Site of 

Brú na Bóinne. 

 

• CH OBJ 6  To develop a World Heritage Site page in the meath.ie 

website to disseminate information and provide initial planning 

guidance for those living and working in and around the UNESCO 

World Heritage Site of Brú na Bóinne 

•  

[1] LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) Survey (2007)   

  



Partnership between Meath County Council, the Heritage 

Council and Discovery Programme  

 

Applying new 

technologies – 

LiDAR of World  

Heritage Site  
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Engaging with local communities  





My Landscape: People and place (2010/2011)-  stained glass 

project – Meath County Council, Skryne NS, Glashaus Studios and 

the Heritage Council  

 
 



My Tara (2013) – Is a project which considers the various 

relationships people have will the Hill of Tara 
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Thank you  


